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Residents: ‘Clean it up now’

Neighbors of abandoned chemical truck cleaning facility call for immediate end to pollution
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Johnny Hanson / Houston Chronicle

About 25 residents and members of the Texas Organizing Project rallied for more cleanup at the shuttered CES Environmental Services.

“Something like this would not bappen in

affluent areas like River Oaks. This is a
classic case of environmental racism.”
Mary Moreno, spokeswoman for Texas Organizing Project

By Cindy Horswell

Residents from a modest
southeast Houston neighbor-
hood pointed Sunday toward a la-
goon of algae-covered water with
a pungent chemical smell that
filled the parking lot of an aban-
doned cleaning facility for chemi-
cal trucks. Only some weedsand a
cyclone fence separate the facility
frombhomes anda charterschool.

S Environmental Services
Inc. at 4904 Griggs Road, a shut-
tered company that once generat-
ed as much as $8 million a year in
revenue, filed for bankruptcy and
shut its doors in 2010 after pay-
ing millions to resolve residential
complaints and safety violations
that caused explosions and alleg-
edly killed a worker there, records
show.

Today, a rusty “for sale” sign is
staked in front of the dilapidated
8-acre facility; but what worries
nearby residents is that a heavy
downpour two weeks ago washed
some of that stagnant pool down
their streets and into their yards.
A dirty pool still remained Sun-
day, despite days of scorching heat
since the rain.

“The wastewater left a brown
stain on my street. Some city em-
ployees came and took samples of
the residue. We’re supposed to get
the results Monday,” said Roselyn

pe Environmental

i issue stinks
» Check out a video and more
photos on this story at Chron.com/

plantprotest

Johnson, who helped organize
Sunday’s protest. “That wastewa-
ter smelled horrible.”

Johnson, who's disabled and
suffers from a breathing disorder,
chronic obstruction pulmonary
disease, was joined by about 25
neighborhood protestors, many

donning surgical masks and loud-
ly chanting “Clean it up!”

Mary Moreno, spokeswoman
for Texas Organizing Project that
lent support to the low-income
neighborhood, said, “Something
like this would not happen in af-
fluent areas like River Oaks. This
is a classic case of environmental
racism.”

The truck-tleaning facility was
builtright up against homesin the
South Union subdivision, within
about a block of Houston'’s Harts-
field Elementary and a stone’s
throw from the Beatrice Mayes
Institute charter school.

Residents said the site is now
under the control of a bankruptcy
trustee and that vacuum trucks
were sent after the deluge to suck
up some of the wastewater. Bull-

Residents continues on B4

Nursing
homes
fined in
patient
deaths

Investigation
finds facilities
lacked policies
on mental illness

By Cindy George

In early May, the month
after a psychologist
warned that a Park Manor
of Cypress Station nursing
home resident diagnosed
with psychotic behavior
should be denied access
to potential weapons, the
man fatally beat his room-
mate in the head multiple
times with an 8-pound
dumbbell.

At Lexington Place
Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion, another man’s care
plan warned he “was easily
agitated, irritable and ner-
vous, related to psychosis,
depression and anxiety
disorders.” That resident
is accused of wielding a
wheelchair armrest to
bludgeon two roommates
todeath on April 22.

Even before the attacks,
the nursing home opera-
tors were put on notice
about these and other
warning signs of potential-
ly dangerous residents.

“These two recent in-
cidents were wake-up
calls and basically kind
of served to make facili-
ties recognize who they
can and cannot care for,”
said Carmen Castro, man-
ager of the Harris County
Long-Term Care Ombuds-
man Program, a federally
mandated and funded ad-

Homes continues on BS
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